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PREFACE 


Practical experience has shown that many otherwise excellent 
Geography books have proved unsuitable because the reading 
matter was beyond the grasp of the average child. In writing 
the books of this series, therefore, we have tried to keep within 
the reading capabilities of the children of the various age groups 
in the Primary School, and we hope that the series marks a real 
advance in the presentation of geographical knowledge to these 
children. 

In the first two books the simple sentence is the narrative 
unit, and one idea is presented at a time. Simplicity of style 


is also a characteristic of Books Three and Four. ‘Throughout 


the Series we have tried to strike a correct balance between the 
descriptive and the practical aspects of the subject, and the basic 
facts of Geography have been carefully presented. 

The exercises have been so drawn up that the children them- 
selves can work them with as little help as possible. Suggestion 
rather than long explanation is the key-note to the exercises, 
which are thoroughly practical and which deal with the most 
important idea in each chapter. 

Book Оле (4 Families in Other Lands ”) contains picturesque 
and detailed accounts of family life in lands which represent 
all the main climatic types. The chapters have been arranged 
to give the full value of contrast. 'The practical exercises are 
designed to draw the child's attention to the simple natural 
phenomena of sun-movement and wind-direction. 

Book Two (“Our Neighbours and their Work for Us") 
shows a suitable advance in reading difficulty and deals graphically 
with the work done in other lands to provide us with the food 
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and materials of everyday life. The practical exercises continue 
from Book One —they develop the relationship between wind 
and rainfall, investigate the seasonal as well as the daily move- 
ments of the sun, and make a beginning with the drawing of 
plans. 

Book Three (“ The World and its Tradeways ") again shows 
an advance in reading difficulty. It deals with the work and 
trade of the chief countries of the world. The exercises give 
practice in the use of maps and scales, besides continuing the 
observation of physical phenomena. 

Book Four (“ Britain and Her Work”) teaches the geography 
of Britain by an intimate consideration of her industries. The 
practical exercises represent a development of those in the other 
three books. 

The illustrations in all four books have been selected both 
for their appeal to children and for their geographical value. 
The maps contain only such information as is relevant to the 
text. The large coloured map on Ше front end-papers of each 
book is most important not only as illustrating the text,ebut also 
as the basis of many of the questions and exercises. 
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SIMBA WITH HIS BOW AND ARROW 


1.— PEOPLE OF THE JUNGLE 


In Africa where the mighty 
River Congo flows, there lives a 
negro boy named Simba. When he 
was born, the black people in his 
village asked a funny question. 


They said, “Is it a spear or a 
hoe?" They meant, “ Is the baby a 
boy or a girl?” 

The people knew that if it was a 
boy he-would learn to be a hunter 
and guard his home from wild 
animals, while a girl would do farm- 
work when she grew up. 

Simba has a sister, and, like you, 
they love to play “mothers and 
fathers". His sister makes a doll 
out of a root or a plant. She ties it 
on her back. This is the way mothers 
carry their children in this part of 
Africa. 

She keeps a small garden and looks 
after it with a hoe as her mother 
looks after the fields, For it 1s the 
women in this land who till the earth. 
They grow maize and manioc. The 


negroes use manioc roots for making 
12 


—€—————— 


SIMBA IS SENDING NEWS ON HIS DRUM 


bread. White people use manioc 
for making tapioca. 

The black people also grow an- 
other plant called the calabash. The 
fruit of this plant is large and has 
4 hard shell. When the pulp has 


been taken from the fruit, the natives 
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use the calabash shells for water pots 
which they carry on their heads. 

The little black girl copies the 
way her mother prepares the meals. 
Outside the hut is a wooden pot 
which is really a piece of tree-trunk 
with the inside cut out. 

In the pot she places some yams. 
These are vegetables like large 
potatoes. She stands beside the pot 
holding a thick: stick in both hands. 
With this she mashes the yams till 
they are turned into pulp. "This is 
their porridge. 

I think you can see that Simba's 
sister will have to work very hard 
when she is a woman. She will have 
to mind her babies. She will have 
to grow the food and get it ready to 
eat. In her spare time she will plait 
grass into mats for the hut. 

14 
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Simba and the other boys play 
mostly at hunting. They make 
their own bows and arrows and 
have fine fun chasing rats. 

When Simba is older, his father 
will give him a spear and take him 
into the fields. Here the cattle and 
goats feed. Simba will have to watch 
the forest all around, in case a wild 
animal should spring out upon the 
cattle. н 

Negroes carry spears to protect 
themselves from wild animals, and 
for hunting and fighting. They make 
their own spear-heads and hoes. 

Round the village the negroes 
build a high fence Ог grow a thorny 
hedge to keep out the wild beasts. 
At night the cattle and goats are 
driven inside this fence. The gate 
is then closed till morning, 
16 
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CLIMBING OIL PALMS IN AFRICA. YOU CAN SEE THE LARGE 
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SIMBA AND HIS FRIENDS HAVE BEEN LEARNING TO HUNT. 
WHAT HAVE THEY CAUGHT? 


Simba sleeps in a hut which looks 
like a big beehive. It is made of 
branches stuck in the ground in a 
ring, and drawn together at the top 
with grass. This frame is then 


covered with leaves, twigs, and mud. 
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Some of the other huts have four 
sides. The negroes keep smoky fires 
burning at the doorways to drive off 
gnats and mosquitoes. 

As Simba lies on his bed of grass 
or animals’ skin, he hears the beat 
of drums afar off. This is how 
negroes send news from one village to 
another. Simba can also hear the 
noises in the big forest where his 
father hunts. 

It is not the kind of forest you 
visit for a picnic. The branches and 
leaves are so thick that the sun can- 
not shine through. Even in the day-. 
time it is almost dark in the forest. 

Simba, at first, was very surprised 
at this, because in this land the sun 
is right overhead. It is the hot sun 
and the heavy rain in this part of 
Africa that make the plants so big. 
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NATIVES IN THEIR DUG-OUT CANOES ON THE RIVER CONGO. 


CAN YOU SEE THE OTHER CANOES? 
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Even the grass is taller than a man. 

In some parts of the forest the 
ground is covered deeply with 
creepers. These grow all in a tangle. 
Simba’s father has a kind of axe to 
cut down the creepers and make a 
path through the forest. 

In the trees monkeys chatter, 
pretty parrots Squawk, and deadly 
snakes hang from the branches. Here 
and there a giant tree lies На on 
the ground. It has been struck by 
lightning. There are terrible thunder- 
storms in this hot, wet land. 

Many kinds of trees which grow 
here do not grow in our land. The 
mahogany tree is one of them. The 
wood from it is used to make fur- 
niture for homes in other lands. 

There is so much rain that the 


forest is swampy. ‘Travellers in the 
20 


jungle do not cross a swamp unless 
they have to. Their legs sink in the 
deep mud in which reptiles crawl. 

Some swamps are so big that 
they have to be crossed by the same 
kind of canoe as Simba sees on the 
Congo. 

These canoes are tree trunks 
which have been partly dug out 
with an axe and partly burnt out. 

‘The canoes on the river pass 
many crocodiles which are so still 
that they look like logs floating on 
the water. They are wide awake 
, though, and always ready to snap at 
any bird or fish which may come 
near. 

So many wonderful things grow 
in this hot, rainy part of Africa, that 
many white men have gone there. 

Tasg buy elephant tusks because 
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they are ivory, They also buy palm- 
nus. From these palm-nits the 
white people get palm-oil, which is 
used to make Soap and candles, 

Near the River Congo there are 
now large works built by the British. 
So much palm-oil is made here that 
whole shiploads of it are brought to 
22 
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Britain. Much of the soap you use 
is made from the palm-oil of the 
Congo valley. 

When white men first went to 
Africa, the negroes gave them ele- 
phant tusks or big balls of rubber 
in exchange for cloth, guns, beads, 
and salt. 

The negroes do not think of a 
tusk as being worth a sum of money. 
They think of its price as a number 
of cattle, bracelets, or blocks of salt. 

Railways have been built to make 
trade easier. ‘They are hundreds of 
miles long, but do not go into the 
depths of the forest. | 

In the heart of the forest live the 
pygmies. They are black like the 
negroes in Simba's village. but are 
only about four feet tall. 

They do not like strangers and 
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will shoot with poisoned arrows at 
anyone they do not know. Their 
huts are small and quickly made 
with branches and leaves. 

The pygmies are clever hunters. 
They imitate the sounds of the 
monkeys to capture them by surprise. 
To catch elephants they dig big pits. 
They cover the holes with twigs and 
leaves, so that any big animal passing 
over the trap falls in. 

If a pygmy knows of anyone who 
has bananas, he will put some meat 
at the doorway of this man’s hut. 
By the next day, he expects bananas 
in place of his meat, or there is a 
quarrel. 

Simba has never seen the pygmies, 
for he lives on the edge of the forest, 
while they live in the depths. 


QUESTIONS 


1. What does a negro woman work at? 

2. What do negroes use manioc for? 

3. Why is there a high fence round the village? 
4, What makes the plants so big? 

5. Why was it a hard job to make the railways? 


EXERCISES 


(Use the map in the front of your book) 


1. In your map the five continents are shaded. 
Write the names of the five continents. 
2. In which continent is Simba's country ? 
3. Draw Africa and print in names of the óceans 
that are round it. 
4. Measure your shadow in the morning, at mid- 
day, and in the afternoon. Write in your 
note-book how long your shadow is each 
time. 
Why is your shadow shorter at midday than it 
is in the morning or afternoon? 
5. The book Says that in Si 
right overhead. How 
shadow would be? 
6. Which continent is between t 
and the Indian Ocean? 


mba’s land the sun is 


long do you think his 


he Atlantic Ocean 
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HAPPY LITTLE PER, THE LAPP BOY 


2.— THE LAPLANDERS 


Little Per lives in Lapland, a cold 
country near the North Pole. His 
home is a tent with a hole at the 
top where the smoke goes out. 

Around this tent is nothing but 
snow and ice. Reindeer and dogs 
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are used to draw sledges over the 
snow. 

Per knows how to lasso his father’s 
reindeer. He goes down the snowy 
hills on long flat boots called skis. 
He romps with the dogs which are 
used for herding the reindeer to- 
gether. 

Per knows more about the rein- 
deer than about anything else. In 
his wooden school he has lessens 
about these animals. 

The reindeer is the Lapp's best 
friend. While it is alive, besides 
pulling sledges, it gives milk. When 
the reindeer is dead, its flesh is eaten 
for meat and its skin is used for 
clothes. From its bones the Lapp 
carves his tools. Its sinews are used 
as thread. 


The reindeer is а willing animal 
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and is kindly treated by the Lapps. 
When it feels tired, though, the 
animal lies down in the snow and 
will not move till it has rested. 

Per often laughs to see a reindeer 
dig in the snow for the grey moss 
on which it feeds. It digs so deep 
that sometimes only its hind legs can 


be seen. 
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The Lapps keep dogs to stop the 
animals from straying too far from 
their camps. If а reindeer strays 
away it may be attacked by a wolf. 
The deer fights with its antlers. At 
the end of the winter the deer’s 
antlers drop off, and it has only its 
forefeet to fight with. Then the wolf 
always wins. 

When the reindeer have eaten 
all the moss around the Lapp village, 
they become restless and trot round 
and round. The Lapps then know 
that they must move their home at 
once to a better feeding-ground. 

The tent is pulled down and put 
on a sledge. The reindeer is har- 
nessed to it. The Lapps wrap a band 
of red and yellow cloth round the 
animals body and another band 
round its neck. On the neck band is 
30 
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READY FOR A LONG JOURNEY ON THE REINDEER 


a bell. This tinkles as the deer pulls 
the sledge. Off go the family with 
their tent and all their belongings. 
The Lapps are cheerful people. 
They love pretty colours, because 
they see grass and flowers for only 
two months every year. Іп Lap- 


land the summer is very short. The 
81 
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snow melts, and then grass and small 
flowers grow quickly in the damp 
ground. 

The people of Per’s country try 
to make up for their long cold winter 
by dressing in bright colours. They 
wear bright blue caps and scarlet 
bonnets. They bind scarlet ribbons 
round their fur leggings, 

The men wear belts studded with 
little squares of solid silver. Fram 
the belt hangs a knife which the Lapp 
uses for killing the reindeer, With 
this knife he also cuts his meat, and 
he even uses it for Scraping the snow 
from the bottom of his sledge. 

When the Lapps are off on a long 
journey by sledge, they wear extra 
clothes and boots to keep out the 
bitter cold. The wind blows so hard 
that it is difficult for them to breathe. 
82 


The snow kicked up by the reindeer 
flies into their faces. 

Sometimes they are caught in a 
blizzard, and the wind blows so 
fiercely that the Lapp family cannot 
travel at all. They turn their sledge 
upside down and lie under it until 
the storm has passed. 

The Lapps make many long 
journeys every year. In the winter 
they live on the low land, where it 
is 2 little warmer. 

As the summer draws near, they 
move higher and higher up Ше 
mountains to find fresh pasture for 
their animals. 

There are no roads in Per's 
country. When they travel from 
one part to another, they have to 
look out for posts which mark the 


мау. 
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WHAT GAME ARE THE CHILDREN PLAYING? 


A SUMMER GAME IN LAPLAND. 


Through the two months of 
summer the sun never sets. It 
shines day and night. That is why 
Lapland is called the “ Land of the 
Midnight Sun ”. 

As the short, cold summer passes 
away, the sun begins to go out of 
sight at night-time, as it does in our 
land. The night-time grows longer 
until, at last, a day comes when the 
sun does not rise at all. The dark- 
ness lasts for two months. Would 
you care for a night to be as long 


as that? 
At no time of the year does the 


sun rise high. 

Per cannot swim, and he will 
never be able to learn. ‘The water 
in Lapland is far too cold for bath- 
ing, even in the summer. 


Per likes a trip to» the river, 
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though, for the Lapps try to catch 
enough fish in summer to last them 
all through the winter. 

In our country, people keep fish 
and meat fresh by putting them in 
an ice-chest. There is no need for 
ice-chests in Lapland. The weather 
is so cold that the fish freeze hard 
and remain fresh for many months. 

If the Lapps need fish in the 
winter, they break a hole in the 
thick ice. "They lie on the ice and 
hang their fishing lines through the 
hole. 

Hanging on a chain inside Per’s 
tent is an iron pot. When his mother 
wants to cook, Per fills the pot with 
snow, and hangs it over а fire. of 
birch twigs. The snow then melts 
and makes the water for cooking. 


Instead of eating vegetables with 
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BABY MUST BE WRAPPED UP WARM IN ITS CRADLE 


their meat, the Lapps eat berries. 
They cannot grow fruit and vege- 
tables as we can, for their country is 
too cold. Only bushes and small 
trees grow. 

Hanging up in the tent, also, is 
a cradle with Per's baby sister in- 
side. The cradle is a piece of pine 
38 


tree hollowed out and covered inside 
with reindeer skin. The cradle is 
packed with moss which has been 
dried by the fire. 

The baby is wrapped in plenty of 
clothes and her arms are tied to her 
sides. If the baby could get her 
arms outside the cradle, they would 
be frost-bitten. The cradle goes on 
the sledge with the family when 
they travel. 

Inside the hood of the cradle the 
mother hangs pretty ribbons and 
beads to amuse the baby. 

For a whole year the baby lives 
"іп her cradle. She is not allowed 
to crawl, in case she gets burned by 
the fire in the tent, or goes outside 
into the snow. 

Although Рег5 sister cannot 


walk yet, she already owns a rein- 
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LEARNING TO THROW A LASSO 


deer. When she has her first tooth, 
her parents will give her another 
reindeer. 

Per was not given reindeer when 
he was a baby, because he was a 
boy. He will have to work for his 
own as he grows up. 


QUESTIONS 


1. What do the Lapps get from reindeer? 

2. Why do the Lapps move their home from place 
“to place? 

3. Why does Per live in the valley in the winter? 

4. Are the shadows in Lapland long or short? 


EXERCISES 
(Use the map in the front of your book) 


1. In which continent is Lapland? 

2. Copy Europe from your map. Draw the 
Equator. Put crosses for England and Lap- 
land: Which of these two countries is farther 
from the Equator? Which is colder? 
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. Making a Sundial. 

Have you ever seen a sundial? It is a clock 
which tells the time by shadows. This is 
how you can make a sundial of your own. 

Push a match-stick through the middle of a 
post-card so that the stick stands upright. 

Fix the card on something flat outdoors so that 
it does not get turned round. When the 
sun shines, draw a line on the card along the 
shadow of the match at 9 o'clock, 12 o'clock, 
and З o'clock. 

Write the time at the end of each shadow. 

Any sunny day after this you can tell the time 
by the shadow. 

At 12 o'clock one day, face the sun. Yon are 
now looking towards the South. Behind 
you is the North. 

At midday, the sun is always in the South. 

в There are two frozen oceans. They are the 


farthest oceans from the Equator. Write 
their names. 


3.— THE ORANGE GROWERS 


Carlos is happy. He is going 
with his sister Enita and his Spanish 
schoolmates to pick oranges. There 
are so many oranges to be picked 
that all the children have to help. 

These Spanish children are danc- 
ing along because they are with their 
friends. They know, too, that they 
will have some of the sweet juicy 
fruit to eat. They are glad to be 
away from their dark school for a 
' few hours. 

On their way they pass trees we 
never see in England. There is the 
lemon tree with its knotty bark. 
The old cork tree has spreading 
branches. The children see olives 
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hanging from the olive tree like 
green plums. 

Carlos and his friends make 
straight for the orange trees which 
they see in the distance. The trees 
are greenish-brown, and the oranges 
shine like golden balls in the sun- 
shine. 

Carlos loves Spain. In the south 
of his country, where the oranges 
gtow, the weather is never very cold. 
Even the winter is warm. Raine falls 
in the winter, but it is not a cold 
rain. The summer is hot and dry. 

It is summer now, and he is going 
to work early in the morning while 
the sun is low. Later in the day, 
when the sun is high, he will rest, 
for it will be too hot to work then. 

The leaves and fruit are spark- 
ling. The air seems full of light. 
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There is a beautiful blue sky over- 
‘head. No wonder he is happy as 
he skips along. Behind the red roofs 
and the white walls of the houses are 
hundreds of trees. These have 
glossy green leaves and golden 
fruit. 


The boys and girls reach the 
orange groves. In the hot summer 
there is no rain. Men have dug 
ditches between the trees to lead 
water to the roots of the trees. The 
boys and girls have to be care- 
ful not to break down the banks of 
these ditches. If the banks are 
broken, the precious water will be 
wasted when it is pumped along. 

Carlos pushes his flat round cap 
down on his head. He puts his 
basket under the shade of a branch. 
The fruit hangs all around his head. 
He can reach even the highest 
branches with a short ladder. 

All the oranges on one tree do 
not get ripe at once. Оп every 
branch there are still some blossoms 
and oranges just forming. Near 
these blossoms some of the fruit is 
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THE SPANISH BOYS SORT THE ORANGES AND THE MEN 


LOAD THE CART 


ripe. Carlos has to be careful to pick 
only the ripe oranges. He will have 
to come some weeks later for the 
others. 

He places the tender fruit care- 
fully in his basket. When the basket 
is full, his father comes and takes it 
away. Other men spread out the 
oranges in the sun. 

Then men and women pick out 
the best ones. They wrap them in 
tissue paper and put them: into 
boxes. You have seen tissue paper 
around oranges. On the paper is the 
name of the owner of the trees. 
Wooden boxes full of oranges are 
everywhere. They are put on carts, 
which take them to the station. 

The children never seem tired. 
They start work at six o'clock in 
the morning, but they have a good 
48 


rest for dinner and games during the 
afternoon. When they have finished 
the day’s work, they set off for home, 
singing and dancing. The girls keep 
time with clappers they wear on their 
fingers. | 

Carlos at last reaches home. Не 
has his supper, but it is not a very 
grand meal. Не cannot have cows’ 
milk to drink, or butter on his bread. 
The hot summer dries up the grass, 
so that the cows cannot get enough 
food to make much milk. 

Every family in Spain has a goat. 
Goats do not need so much grass as 
‘cows do. Carlos will have a drink 
of goats’ milk to quench his thirst. 

Without cows’ milk the people 
cannot make butter. Carlos will have 
olive oil on his bread, instead. of 
butter. As grass is scarce, people do 
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THE MAN IS SHAKING OLIVES FROM THE TREE 


not keep many animals, so there is‘ 


not much meat. Carlos will have 
soup made from vegetables. 

After supper, he falls asleep on 
his rough bed, dreaming of his 
beautiful country. 
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Next morning Carlos helps to 
carry his mother’s washing down to 
a stream. Washing is done in the 
stream, because water is scarce in 
the houses. Тһе women sit close 
together along the banks of the 
stream. 

When Carlos gets back, he climbs 
the olive trees in his garden and 
knocks off the olives. He does not 
pick them carefully. They are only 
going to be crushed to get the olive 
oil for his own home. 

A little later he hears the church 
bell ringing. This is not to call him 
^to church. He knows that the bell 
is ringing to tell his father to run the 
water into his ditches. If any farmer 
lets the water run before the bell 
rings, he is punished. 

There is no coal where Carlos 

51 


^ А ^ х A я 
THE HOUSE IN WHICH CARLOS LIVES. CAN YOU SEE ANY CHIMYEYS? 
о 


lives. Не has to get wood for the 
fire. The fire is a very smoky one. 
In most houses there are no stoves 
or chimneys. 

Carlos likes picking oranges best 
of all, but he may have to help to 
pick lemons, olives, or grapes. He 
sometimes helps his father to get cork 
from the cork-oak trees. The bark 
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of the tree is stripped off. This is 
the cork we use. 

If Carlos can get away to the har- 
bour, he is very pleased. There he 
sees the ships sailing away to 
countries like England. The boats 
are full of oranges, lemons, grapes, 
olives, wine, and cork from his 


native land. 


QUESTIONS 


1. How do people in Spain water the orange 
trees? 

2. What do we get from Spain besides oranges? 

3. Why are cows’ milk and butter scarce in Spain? 


EXERCISES 
(Use the map in the front of your book) 


. In which continent is Spain? 

2. Copy Africa and Europe from the map in the 
front of your book. Put in the Equator. 
Mark with a X Simba's country (Africa), 
Spain, England, and Lapland. 


=> 
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3. Countries nearest the Equator are the hottest. 
Which of the four countries you have marked 
is the hottest ? 


4. Bring some orange wrappers and paste them 
in your note-book. 


5. The Weather-cock. 


This is the drawing of a weather-cock on the 
top of a church. 


The cock turns round as the wind blows. When 


the wind blows 
from the north, the 
Cock faces Ње 
north. When the 
wind blows from 
the east, thé cock 
faces the east. 
Underneath the cock 
there are four arms 
which do not move. 
These arms point^ 
to the North, East, 
South, and West, 
and have the letters 
N, E, S, and W on 
them. 
see which way the 


The cock always looks to 
Wind is coming from, 
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4. — COWBOYS 


Have you seen a label with the 
word “Argentine” in the butcher’s 
shop? 

The Argentine is a very big 
country in South America. The land 
is very flat. As far as the eye can see 
there is nothing but grass. 

These wide flat spaces are called 
pampas, and they are the home of 
the cowboys. Thousands and thou- 
sands of cattle roam the pampas, and 
“Ме cowboys look after them. 

Sam is a boy who lives in the 
Argentine. His father is a cowboy. 
They live in a wooden hut on their 
ranch. 

The herds are so big, and wander 
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so far away, that the cowboys often 
live away from home. They spend 
their time on horseback, and sleep 
out on the pampas in carts which 
look like caravans. 

Although Sam is only a boy he 
is a clever horseman. Не and the 
other boys on the ranch learned to 
ride when they were very young. 
He helps his father to round up the 
cattle. The bullocks and cows are 
counted and branded to show who 
Owns them. | 

Cowboys have many other jobs 
to do besides rounding up the cattle. 
They must see that the cattle find 
good pasture. Sometimes there is no 
rain for many months, and the grass 
is not good. Then the cowboys must 
give the animals some other fodder. 

Every day the cowboys drive 
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the cattle to the water tanks to drink. 

The cows have to be milked every 
day. 

There are not so many cowboys 
as there used to be. More and more 
motor-cars are now used on the 
pampas. 

Many fields are now enclosed by 
wire fences. These stop the animals 
from straying too far and make the 
cowboys’ work a little easier. 1 

n many ranches the cows’ are 
milked, to-day, by machinery. The 
milk is made into butter, cheese, 
and condensed milk. 

The cowboys have to be ready for ' 
great troubles. When the weather is 
very dry the grass will not grow. 
Sam’s father and the other cowboys 
БО off on wagons to get a load of a 


special kind of hay to feed the animals. 
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THESE COWBOYS ARE CUTTING COWHIDE INTO STRIPS TO 
MAKE LASSOS 


^ This hay is made from a plant 
called alfalfa. Тһе alfalfa plant has 
leaves like clover. The plant is 
cut and dried to make hay. The 
alfalfa hay is stored in big stacks. 


When the cowboys arrive with 
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their wagons, big square chunks are 
cut out of the stack. These Square 
bales are loaded on to the wagons. 

Alfalfa is used as food not only in 
dry weather but also in winter. It 
is used, too, if the grass has been 
eaten by the huge swarms of flying 
insects called locusts. 

Locusts may not come for several 
years, but when they do, they eat 
every blade of grass for miles 
around. The stacks of alfalfa “аге 
then a great blessing. 

The Argentine gives the other 
countries of the world much of the 
beef and mutton they need. You « 
can see this Argentine meat in our 
shops. 

Some years ago the animals were 
brought to our land while they were 


still alive. Now, the animals are 
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killed first. The bodies, or carcasses, 
as we call them, are hung in very 
cold rooms in the ships. The cold- 
ness keeps the meat fresh, on its long 
journey across the ocean to England 


QUESTIONS 


1. What are the pampas? 
2. What jobs do cowboys do every day? 
3. What special work do cowboys do in very dry 
weather? 
EXERCISES 
5 (Use Ше map in the front of your book) 
1. In’ which continent is the Argentine? | 
2. Boats of the Blue Star Line bring meat from 
the Argentine to London. Copy South 
America and England from your map. Make 
а dotted line from Buenos Aires to London 
to show the journey of a Blue Star boat 
across the Atlantic Ocean. 
3. Collect labels from corned-beef tins and wrap- 
pers from meat cubes. 
4. Which ocean is on the east of Americ 


is on the west? 
5. Which continent is divided into two parts? 


a? Which 
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AHMED’S FATHER WITH HIS FAMILY OUTSIDE 


THEIR TENT 


“ 


5.— WITH THE ARABS ' 


Litle Ahmed 18 watching his 
father pull down the tent in the big 
African desert. The family must < 
move on to-day to find grass and 
water for their herds. 

The Arab’s tent is а Strange one, 
It has many poles which are covered 
with cloth made from goat-hair, 
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The tent must be easy to take 
down, because the Arabs are always 
moving across the desert in search 
of food and water. 

In a few minutes Ahmed’s father 
has packed up the tent and loaded it 
on a camel. Ahmed’s mother and 
his brothers and sisters mount their 
camels, and off they go. · 

Father rides in front on a horse. 
The horse is rather small, but carries 
its "master proudly. If its master 
wishes, it can gallop very swiftly. 

Arabs are very fond of their 
lovely horses, and look after them 
' with great care. When the hot mid- 
day sun is shining, the horse is kept 
under a tree or in ШЕНІ to сусап 
shade. 

Behind the master’s horse come the 


camels, one after the other, in a long 
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line. A string of camels travelling 
over the desert is called a caravan. 

Following the camels are the 
Arabs’ goats and cattle. These 
animals provide the travellers with 
milk and butter. 

As they travel, Ahmed’s father 
searches the desert with his keen, 
bright eyes. All around him he sees 
nothing but rocks and sand. 

The sand is not flat, like the sand 
we see on a sea-beach, but forms 
smooth hills like large waves. 
Neither is all the sand yellow. In 
some places it is silvery white and in 
others it is grey. 

Ahmed's father is always looking 
far ahead for a Sign of trees. He 
knows that where trees are there 
must be water for his family and for 
his thirsty animals. 
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As midday draws near, the sun 
is so hot that Ahmed’s father shouts 
. to stop the caravan. It is now too 
hot to travel, so the family will sleep 
until the sun is lower in the sky. 
Ahmed helps his father to put up 
the tent for the noonday rest. 'The 
family then have a meal of dates and 
goats’ milk. 
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THE CARAVAN Is RESTING IN THE DES 
THE BACK OF ONE OF THE CAMEL 


я 
ERT. WHAT Is ON 


5? 


Dates аге the chief food of the 
Arabs. They eat them 


ways, cooked as well as ra 
times they pound the dates into а 
thick paste and make date cakes, 
Dates grow on а tree called the 
date-palm. Most of the desert is too 


dry for the palm trees, or any other 
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in many | 
w. Some- 


plants, to grow. There is sometimes 
no rain for years on end. 

In some places, though, there is 
a well which makes the ground 
around it moist. 

A moist, fertile place in the desert 
is called an oasis. In the oases grow 
date-palms and grass. 

The palm trees grow very tall. 
Some are sixty feet high. The Arabs 
would need such long ladders to 
pick’ the dates that they climb the 
trees instead. 

You would like to see the dates 
on the tree. They grow in big 
‘bunches. There are sometimes two 
hundred dates in one bunch. 

A man with a knife climbs to the 
top of the trunk and cuts off the 
bunches. Boys climb up the tree 
behind him, and hand the fruit down 
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AN OASIS IN THE DESERT, 


WHAT IS THE ARAB DOING? 


from one to another, until the dates 
reach the ground. 

Most of the dates we eat in our 
country come from a desert land 
named Iraq, near Arabia. Iraq can 
grow thousands of tons of dates 


each year because there are two 
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large rivers in this land. The two 
rivers make the land near them 
moist enough for the date-palms to 
grow. 

In the oases live the settler Arabs 
who do not wander about as Ahmed’s 
father does. The settler Arabs do 
not live in tents, but in houses of 
stone or clay, or in huts made of 
palm leaves. 

They spend their time growing 
datés or tending the cattle, sheep, 
and goats in the fields. They also 
make leather from the goat-skins, 
and blankets and carpets from the 

wool and hair of their animals. They 
sell many of the dates they grow to 
Britain and other countries. 

The wandering Arabs have a 
much harder life than those who live 
On their journeys over 
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in the oases. 


CUTTING CLUSTERS 


the desert, they depend chiefly upon 
their camels. 

The camel stores up fat in his 
hump, and water in his stomach. 
He can thus go for several days 
without food or water. 

The camel has a hard mouth, so 
that he can eat prickly desert plants 
like the cactus. He also has long 
eyelids to shade his eyes from the 
glaring sun. He grows hard pads 
on his knees, for he always kneels 
down to be loaded. If a sandstorm 
comes, he can close his nostrils to 
keep out the sand. 

' For all these reasons, Ше camel 
is the chief animal іп desert 
countries. 
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QUESTIONS 
. What is a caravan? 
. What is an oasis? 
- Why are so many dates grown in Iraq? 


- Why is the camel the best animal for crossing 
the desert? 
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EXERCISES 


. In the desert there is Sometimes no rain for 
years. Find out how long we go without 
rain in Britain by doing this: 

Draw a line down the middle of a page in your 
note-book. On one side write the names of 


rainy days in a month. On the other side 
write the names o 


f days that have nd rain, 
like this: ; 
Rain No Rain 
Tuesday. 
Wednesday, 
Thursday. 
Friday. 


2. Copy the star on the о 

note-book. 
Each day, find which wa 
If the wind is blowin 


PPosite page in your 


y the wind is blowing. 
g from the South-west, 


shade one square on the south-west arm in 
the drawing. 

Every day shade one square to show which 
way the wind is blowing. 

At the end of the month, count up the number 
of shaded squares on each arm. 

Which wind blew most days in the month? 
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6. — JACK OF CANADA 


Jack is very much like a British 
boy. His father went out to Canada 
from Britain. 

Some other children in Canada 


have French names. Their people 
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went out from France. They are as 
proud to belong to the British Empire 
as the British boys are 

The dress of the people in Canada 
is like ours. In the east, where Jack 
lives, boys and girls have to wear 
much warmer clothes than ours in 
the winter. They have a real frozen 
winter every year. Snow falls heavily, 
and there is thick ice. 

What exciting sports they have! 
On go the snow-shoes, out come the 
sledges, and all is merry for the 
young folk. Jack likes the winter in 
Canada. The cold is dry, not damp 
and misty as in England. 

Every drop of water outdoors is 
frozen for months. Lakes and rivers 
become solid. Waterfalls hang over, 
hard and still. In the sunlight they 


look like huge rainbow curtains. 
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Even the great river St. Lawrence 
is frozen, and we can then say that 
the “ front door " of Canada is shut. 
Ships from abroad cannot sail up the 
river as they do in summer. 

Wheat and timber are the chiet 
things we get from Canada. Wheat 
grows in the wide open fields in the 
west. Much timber is got from the 
forests in the east of Canada, where 
Jack lives. ; 

Jack’s father is very busy in the 
winter. With hundreds of other | 
men he goes to live for months in 
the forest. The men clear some trees 
and build huts in the clearing. In 
these strong log-cabins they live 
during the winter. Near the cabins 
are log-stables. 

There are thousands of high trees. 
The trunks of these trees are very 
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thick, and they grow close together. 
Only men who know how to do it 
can cut them down and get the 
trunks out of the forest. ‘The work 
is hard and dangerous. 

Jack went once to see his father 
at work. His father was working 
with another man, sawing down a 
huge tree. The saw they used had 
two handles, one at each end. Jack’s 
father pulled the saw one way 
through the tree, and then the other 
man pulled it back. 

So Ше saw went backwards and 
forwards with а “ swish-swish " until 
the tree was nearly cut through. Then 
Hee) was 2 loud, cracking» noise. 
The giant tree tottered, and fell with 
a resounding crash. 

The men took out their axes. 


They went along the tree and cut off 
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THIS GIANT OF THE FOREST HAS JUST BEEN FELLED. WHAT 
HAS THE MAN WITH THE AXE BEEN DOING ? 


all the branches. They next stripped 
off the bark and left only the great. 
trunk. i 

Close by was a timber-slide. 
Water was running down it, to make 
the trees slide easily. Down the slide 
went the trunk, into the valley 
below. 
78 


Sometimes three or four big logs 
were put side by side. Their ends 
were pulled up on to a sledge. Eight 
horses, harnessed together, tugged 
hard at the sledge and pulled the logs 
along. 

Where some trees had been cut 
down there was an open space. 
Men laid railway lines in the clearing. 
Steam engines were then used in- 
stead of horses. They pulled the 
trucks which were loaded with 
logs. 

All the logs are stacked beside the 
rivers, They wait there until the 
spring. Then the weather is warmer 
and thé ice melts. Тһе logs are 
rolled into the river and floated 
down to the sea. 

Jack’s father is then very busy 
again. Some of the trees do not float 
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straight down the river. They get 
caught by the river bank or by other 
trees. 

Jack’s father has to keep them 
moving. He puts on special boots 
with spikes in them. He runs along 
on the logs. With the spikes in his 
boots he makes the logs turn over 
and over. Не guides them with a 
long spear he has in his hand. The 
trunks get free again and float down 
the stream. This is very clever 
work. 

Hundreds of logs are guided to- 
gether side by side and fastened to 
make a huge raft. The men make 
themselves a hut on the raft and sail 
along on the timber. 
the raft for weeks. 


So the trees go down to the mouth 


of the river. But they cannot get 
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THE LUMBERJACKS ARE KEEPING THE LOGS ON THE MOVE 


right out to sea. They only get into 
a big pool at the mouth of the river. 
The men have made a fence or 
“ boom ” of logs to keep the logs in. 
The logs bob about like sheep in a 
pen. 

Some of the logs are pulled out 
of the water by a chain. They are 
drawn up a slope into a saw-mill. 
The giant saws cut the logs into 
planks. At the top of the slope, are 
thousands of planks in piles. “ 

Other trunks are made into wood- 
pulp for paper. Nearly all our news- 
papers are printed on paper made 
from Canadian wood-pulp. 

A great deal of timber is put on to 
ships to be taken to other countries. 

When summer comes, there is a 
great change in the weather. Near 


the Great Lakes, where Jack lives, 
82 


8 


| 


А SAW-MILL ON А CANADIAN RIVER, 


CAN YOU SEE THE 


LOGS BEING DRAWN UP INTO THE MILL? 


it becomes very hot. The boys put 
on their light summer clothes. 

Bright flowers grow to a great 
size. Big, red apples are plentiful. 
Peaches and melons ripen in the open 
air. Grapes grow near the Niagara 
Falls. Although the winter is much 
colder than in England, the summer 
is much warmer. 

The whole country in summer is 
full of life. Ships pass along the great 
river St. Lawrence. Railways are 
busy, bringing wheat and fruit from 
the west. 

In the west there are wide wheat-, 
lands called Prairies. Jack has not 
seen the prairies yet, 


They are more 
than two thousand miles from his 
home. | 


He has not much time for travel- 


ling. He has to 80 to school, as you 
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do. Canada is a civilized country, 
and children spend most of their time 
in learning and playing. 
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QUESTIONS 


. Name two uses for Canadian timber. 
. How is the winter in Canada different from : 


our winter? 


. How is the summer in Canada different from 


our summer ? 


EXERCISES 
9 (Use the map in the front of your book) 


ә 


. In which continent is Canada? 
. Copy Canada and England from the map. 


Make a dotted line joining the two countries. 
On this line draw a ship bringing timber 


from Canada to England. 
Print the name of the ocean the ship is crossing. 


‚ Which continent is between the Pacific Ocean 


and the Atlantic Ocean? 


9 7.+SANT, THE INDIAN BOY 
Өлу Qux 


‘India’ ва very big country with 
millions of people in it. All the 
people are not alike. Most of them, 
like Sant’s father and mother, have 
dark skins. They are not negroes 
like the natives of Africa. Their 
faces look like English faces made 
brown by the hot sun. | 

Sant lives in a part of the country 
where wheat grows. His house is 
made of mud and has no windows 
or chimney. 

His mother cooks the food out- 
doors when it doesn’t rain. This 
sounds funny, but the weathe 
India is not like ours. 
the Equator and in mos 
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land the sun is hot every day. 

There are not four seasons, but 
two, a wet season and a dry one. 
Sant knows when it is going to rain, 
and that it will rain for weeks right 
off. Then it will stop, and there will 
be no rain for weeks on end. 

How happy you would be if you 
could tell when it was going to rain 
and when it would be fine! Sant 
can do this. But would you really be 
happy if you knew, as he does, that 
it would rain heavily for four months? 

It does not rain gently, as it does 
in Britain. Umbrellas are not much 
good in India. The rainy season ` 
begins with violent storms about the 
15th of June every year, and lasts 
until October. Then the dry season 
begins and и 
until February. 
88 


does not rain again 


What would you do if it rained 
for four months? It is better to live 
in Britain, where rain falls gently all 


the year round. 
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SANT’S FATHER USING HIS OLD-FASHIONED PLOUGH 


Sant’s hut is very simple. There 
is only one room. He has no chairs, 
table, or beds. He sits on the floor 
to eat his simple meal of rice, or 
cakes made from wheat. When it 
rains, these flat cakes аге baked 
indoors round a wood fire. 

The huts make up a village. All 
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the people in the village are busy. 
They have to store up water during 
the wet season. They grow their own 
food near their huts. 

If men work for somebody else, 
they get only a penny or twopence 
a day. On the land they work every 
day of the week from early morning 
till late at night. They have few 
holidays. 

„Their ploughs and tools are very 
simple. In fact many things are old- 
fashioned. Work is still done as it 
was hundreds of years ago. 

. Some of the people save money 

although they earn very little. They 
do not spend much on clothes and 
food. A cotton cloth round the hips 
is all some people wear. As we have 
seen, they grow their own food. 


They do not put their savings 
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WHAT ARE 
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into а bank. They buy gold and 
silver rings which they wear round 
their arms. 

While Sant’s father is away, his 
mother sees to the house. She has 
to work in the fields, too. She and 
the children bring in water and 
wood. They cannot get coal for the 
fire. 
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HOW IS THE 


WOMEN ARE GETTING WATER FROM THE WELL, 
WATER DRAWN UP? 


Women meet one another at the 
village well. Indian women carry 
the water pots very cleverly on their 
heads. "Тһе people are very careful 
to keep their pots clean, as their 
religion teaches them. 

Sant is a very busy lad. He goes 
He helps his mother in 


to school. 
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the house. He also learns his father’s 
trade. 

Sant is going to be a potter because 
his father is a potter. Some of his 
friends will be carpenters, weavers, 
blacksmiths, or goldsmiths — what- 
ever their fathers are. While they 
are young, they become very clever 
with tools. 

You would not like to go to an 
Indian village school. It is built of 
mud. The boys sit on the floor. 
They start school in the m 
before breakfast. 

In other ways the Indian village 
school is like your own school. The 
boys read, write, and do sums, just 
as you do. Every year more and 
more boys go to school. Some day 
every child in India will do go. 

In the towns and cities of India 


orning long 
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there are schools as fine as any in 
the world. New schools are also 
being built in many villages. 

Most girls do not go to school at 
ай. They are taught to do house- 
work, and are married very young. 
They have to leave their fathers and 
mothers and go to live with their 
young husbands. 

Indian boys are very wiry. They 
play games just as you do. There 
is hot much money to buy bats or 
good balls, so many play games that 


cost very little. 
They play “Catchers” with a light 


rubber ball, or “ Release”, and they 
wrestle, too. Fencing with long sticks 
and kite-flying are favourite games. 
The boys are good runners. 
Sometimes the children get very 


excited. The jugglers come to the 
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village to show their marvellous 
Indian tricks. Sometimes a poet 
comes to tell the old stories of India. 

The Indian boy has many things 
to do. Although he is poor, his life 
is full of change. 
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AN INDIAN BRASS-WORKER. 
A LARGE TRAY 


HE IS CARVING 


QUESTIONS 
1. Name the wet months in India. 
2. Name the dry months in India. 
3. Name some of the trades Indian boys learn. 


EXERCISES 
(Use the map in the front of your book) 


1. In which continent is India? 
2. Draw an oblong and divide it into twelve 


oblongs, like this: 


Feb. | Mar. | April | May | June | July | Aug. Sep. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. 


Copy the names of the months as shown in the 
drawing. 
Now put raindro 
and draw a sun in each dry month. 
3. Copy India from the map. 
Put in the Equator. 
Why do you think India is a hot country ? 
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ps in the wet months in India 


" “Ноу would you like to have two 
“houses, one for winter and one for 
summer? Henri, who iives in the 
mountains of Switzerland, has two 
homes. 

The houses in Switzerland are 
called chalets. In the winter, Henri 
lives in a big chalet with the resp of 
his family. The house is mainly of 
wood, but the lower parts are made 
of stone. 

The downstairs part of the house 
is a stable for the animals, and in 


the upper part of the chalet live 
Henri's family. 


The land where Henri lives is 
so high and cold, that all through 


98 


A SWISS HOME HIGH IN THE MOUNTAINS. NOTICE THE SNOW 
ON THE PEAKS 


the winter the meadows are covered 
with snow. бо the cows are kept in 
their stable and are fed on hay until 
summer comes. 


When a certain day in the month 
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of May arrives, there is 
ment. Everyone is up very early in 
the morning. The animals are led 
out of their winter Stables. 

The people are Singing, for the 
snow has gone. Even the cows are 
excited. They seem to know they 
are going to leave the Stables where 
they have been kept all the winter. 

Henri leads the cattle up the 


great excfte- 
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mountains to the lovely fresh grass, 
where the snow has just melted. 
He stays with the herds all through 
the summer. He lives in a small 
chalet high up on the mountains. 

His father and brothers still live 
in the big chalet lower down in the 
valley. They are busy cutting grass 
in the meadows to make hay. They 
store the hay ready for the winter, 
when Henri will bring the cows 
back, again to their stable. 

The Swiss must cut all the grass 
they can while the summer lasts. 
For when the winter snow comes 
' again, the cattle will not be able to 
feed out of doors. They will live on 
the hay the men have made in the 
summer. 

Every blade of grass is precious. 


Henri’s father often climbs the 
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SLIDING HAY DOWN TO THE VALLEY. WHAT TREES АКЕ 
GROWING ON THE MOUNTAIN-SIDE? 


mountains to collect even a few 
handfuls of grass. The children іп” 
Switzerland help to make hay by 
tossing the grass over and over. 

The men who Stay in the valley 
are busy in other ways, They do 
farm work in the fields, and grow 
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as much corn and vegetables as they 
can before the snow comes again. 

The soil on the mountains is 
very thin. It is sometimes washed 
away by heavy rain, and only the 
bare rock underneath is left. So 
Henri’s father and brothers build 
walls round their fields. The walls 
save the soil from being washed 
away. 

Тһе workers in the valley make 
Бинг and cheese from the milk. In 
many parts, carts and motors can- 
not travel over the mountains to 
. carry the milk away. If the men 
did not make cheese from the milk, 
much of it would go sour. 

A great deal of the milk is made 
into milk chocolate and condensed 
milk. Children in Britain often 
buy Swiss Milk Chocolate. 


108 


Henri loves minding the cows in 
the summer-time on the Alps. He 
stands on the grassy slope and sees 
the cattle quietly feeding. 

He looks up and sees the high 
peaks of the mountains. They are 
so high that they are still covered 
with snow, even though it is summer. 
Nothing ever grows up on those 
heights, for there is little soil and the 
weather is bitterly cold. | 

Henri looks below into the ¢reen 
valley, and sees the trees and fields 
of corn. Here and there, on the 
mountain slopes, he can see forests . 
of pine trees. He hears the streams 
as they rush down to the valley 
below. 

At evening-time, he calls to the 
cows with a curious cry called a 


“ yodel ". After the COWS have been 
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milked, he goes to sleep on the 
floor of his little chalet. 

When winter returns again, the 
cows are put back in their stable, 
and the family must find other work 
to do. 

They cannot get much iron for 
making things, and they are not 


О FRESH PASTURES 


ANIMALS BEING LED т‹ 
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allowed to have much wood from the 
forests. The trees must be left to stop 
the snow and ice sliding down the 
mountains. 

Henri’s brothers make things which 
take a long time to make, but which 
do not use up much wood or iron. 

This is why Switzerland is famous 
for watches and toys. 

Henri’s sisters Spend their time 
making lace, which they sell to the 
visitors from abroad. 5 

Thousands of people from Britain 
and other countries go to Switzerland 
уту years hey Moo eto climb. the 
mountains, and to play games in the 
snow. 

Near Henri’s chalet is a big 
hotel. In this large building live the 
visitors from other countries. Many 
Swiss people earn their living as 
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waiters and servants in the hotels. 

Grown-ups have fine fun sliding 
down the snowy mountains on long 
flat boots called skis. Henri and his 
friends slide down the hills on a 
sledge called a toboggan. 

Henri’s father sometimes guides 
the visitors when they climb to the 
top of a mountain. It is very dan- 
gerous to climb the rocky heights 
which are covered with ice and 
snow. Тһе climbers must have а 
guide who knows every step of the 
way. 
Hundreds of little streams flash 
‘in the sun as they rush downwards 
to the valley. 

The Swiss use this rushing water 
to drive machines that make elec- 
tricity. This is a very cheap way of 
making electric light. If you visited 


10? 


the Alps, you would see small 


power stations dotted about beside 
the streams. 


Almost all the chalets in Switzer- 
land are lighted by electric light. 


QUESTIONS 


1. What work do the Alp-dwellers do in summer- 
y time? 


2. What do they do in the winter? 


3. What would you see at the top of a mountain 
in Switzerland ? 


4. What would you see growing in a valley? 
EXERCISES 2 
(Use the map in the front of your book) 
1. In which continent is Switzerland? (Switzerland 
is marked “ S" on your map.) 
2. Copy this mountain. 
Print the words grass, 
ice, trees, snow, where 
you think these things 
are seen on the moun- 
tain. 
3. Bring some milk chocolate wrappers and con- 
densed milk labels for your note-book. 
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2 : STURDY LITTLE MARKOV IS HELPING TO 
` BUILD HIS HOME 
) 


9. — THE STEPPE DWELLERS 


Markov is out riding with his 
father and brothers. They are rid- 
ing on horses across the very wide 
erass-lands called steppes- These 
steppes are in the south of Russia. 

The grass feeds thousands of sheep, 
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goats, camels, and cows. The men 
and boys have to keep these animals 
from being lost or stolen. 

Markov’s mother and sisters stay 
at home in their round tents, making 
rugs and carpets from wool ог 
camels’ hair. 

To-day they are very busy, but 
they are not making rugs. Father has 
told them that the animals have eaten 
nearly all the grass near their tents. 
What must they do? They ; must 
all move farther on to find more 
food for the animals, 

The women have to pack up the 
rugs and carpets and take down the 
tents. The men have no time to 
look after the home. 

It would seem Strange to you if 
your mother had to build the house. 


But the houses the steppe dwellers 
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live in are easy to put up. There is 
nothing heavy in them, no bricks or 
big blocks of wood. 

They are just animals’ skins 
stretched over a framework of thin 
wood and twigs. The skins are tied 
on by cords. Everything except the 
wood is got from the animals. 

What a stir there is when moving- 
day comes! When the men come 
back home with the animals, the tents 
are down and packed. There are no 
tables, beds, or chairs, no cups and 
saucers that will break. 

Rugs are used to sit or lie on. 
Cups are made of wood. Bottles are 
made of leather. All these are tied up 
in bundles and loaded on the camels. 
The camels are the furniture vans. 

Some of the men keep the sheep 


together. Some drive the herds of 
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cows. Other men look after the 
goats. When all is ready, the family 
sets off. What a big family it is! 

Markov’s father is proud of his 
large family. He is a rich man, not 
because he has much money, but 
because he has many animals and 
children to look after them. 

The family has to move about in 
the summer-time, as the animals eat 
up the grass. The boys and men 
know where the fresh grass 16 to 
be found. 

They live on horseback. Markov 
was taught to ride a horse almost as 
soon as he could walk. | 

When winter comes, a great 
change takes place. The winter is 
very cold and much snow falls. 
Now the animals have to be looked 


after in another Way. A storm may 
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э WOMEN MAKING THEIR TENT ON THE STEPPES 


+ 
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. come and kill many of them. So the 

family moves into 2 river valley, 
where animals and people find 
shelter from the cold winds. The 
people live in wooden houses instead 
of tents. If the weather gets very 
bad, hungry wolves may attack the 
flocks. 


Markov is always glad when the 
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spring:comes. Then the family moves 
off again to find the new bright green 
grass. They like to be on the move. 

Some of the members of the tribe 
have no large flocks. They stay in 
one place and grow corn. Markov's 
family do not think much of these 
farmers. 

There is sometimes great excite- 
ment for Markov. Men from other 
tribes try to steal the sheep and 
camels. A fight takes place. It any 
animals are stolen, Markovy’s family 
Зе robbers no set the animals 
back. 

Another exciting time 
traders come along. 
wide awake. The Tugs and carpets 
the women have made are exchanged 


for corn, fancy clothes, and things to 
use in the home. 
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is when 
Everybody is 


ОУ/5 HOME 


THE MERCHANTS COME TO MARK: 


Corn, tea, rice, and clothes are 
carried into the tents, and rugs and 
carpets are taken away by the traders. 
Markov is glad to hear the news from 
other parts of the country. 

After the traders have gone, 
there is great fun trying on Ше 
clothes, Markov wears a pair of 
baggy trousers. Now he will have 


a new belt, with gold апа silver 
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Ж а қ 
A STEPPE DWELLER WITH HIS HORSES, 
TO RAISE WATER FROM THE WELL, 


i 
ше RE А 
NOTICE THE POLES USED 
CAN YOU SEE THE BUCKET? 


brooches and rings on it. His 
family like bright things when they 
can get them. 

Markov will be very proud when 
he is big enough to wear the Kaf- 
tan. This is a long loose coat worn 
by the men. When he is a man, he 
will have a pointed hat made of 
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sheepskin and trimmed with fur. 
His boots will have wide tops and 
his baggy trousers will be tucked 
inside his boots. 

When they have time, the boys 
cut willow sticks from the banks of 
the rivers. The women use these 
sticks to build the tents. The sticks 
are joined like the ribs of an um- 
brella and are covered with skins. 

Markov leads a very busy Ше. 
How, old-fashioned it all seems to 
us! We can read of shepherds like 
him in the Bible. For thousands of 
years such tribes have been wander- 
ing about to find water and grass. 

Perhaps when more railways are 
built across the wide grass-lands 
life will change. The people will 
settle down to farming and trade. 

Their life now is very hard. In the 


17 


hot summer they have to find grass. 
In the cold winter they must look 
after their flocks very carefully. 


They are always hard at work. Yet 


they have plenty to eat and warm 
clothes to wear. Their busy Ше 
makes them proud and happy. 


w юн 


oo к. 
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QUESTIONS 


- What do the animals give to Markov’s tamily? 


What work do the women and girls do? 
What happens when the traders come to 
Markov's home? i 
EXERCISES 
(Use the map in the front of your book) 


. Which continent is joined to Europe? 
. Copy the star on page 73. 


Shade one square each d 
the wind is blowing. 

On a wet day do the shading in ink, and on a 
dry day use pencil. 

Do this each day for a month. 

Which wind brought most ra 
month? 


ay to show the way 


in during the 


10.— DELU OF THE SOUTH 
SEA ISLAND ee 


I want to tell you about a little 
girl named Delu. She lives on a 
sunny island in the middle of the 
big Pacific Ocean. 

The island is a queer shape. It 
is like a ring with water inside, and 
the big sea all round the outside. 
The lake, or lagoon, inside the 
island, is a fine place for swimming. 

The water is clear, warm, and 
shallow, Delu is a good swimmer, | 
for she learned to swim when she 
was only two years old. 

She is a good climber, too. She 
and her friends climb up the coco- 


nut trees like monkeys. 
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DELU'S VILLAGE. IF YOU LOOK CLOSELY, YOU CAN SEE THE BREAD-FRUIT ON THE TREES 


There are plenty of coconut trees 
on the island, and plenty of banana 
trees as well. The children are often 
up the trees, for they love to drink 
the sweet juice of the nuts and to 
eat the bananas. 

They even climb up trees to get 
their bread. Some of the trees are 
called bread-fruit trees. These trees 
have long, thin trunks. Right at the 
top there are bunches of long, shiny 
leaves. 

Among the leaves grow the 
“ loayes ” of bread-fruit. The loaves 
are oval, something like big eggs. 
Each loaf has a rough skin, and the 
d, is inside. 

The people on Delu’s island bake 
their bread in a strange Way. They 
до пор пес ай ovens, Dut lot [Stones 


They make some flat stones hot 
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pulp, or brea 


in a fire of twigs. They dig a hole 
in the ground and put the hot 
stones іп the hole. 

Next, they scrape the pulp out of 
the bread-fruit and put the pulp on 
the stones. They put more hot 
stones on top of the bread, and cover 
the hole up with leaves and earth. 

It only takes half an hour for the 
bread to cook, and when it is taken 
out of the hole, it is baked brown. 

Delu's mother fries fish on, hot 
stones, too. The men catch the fish 
at night. 

While it is still daylight, the 
men set off in their canoe. As they 
paddle their boat, they look into the 
clear, blue water. What wonderful 
things they can see! 

The bottom of the water looks 
like a garden full of pretty flowers. 
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LEAVES READY FOR BAKING IN THE 


WRAPPING A FISH IN 
+ EARTH OVEN 


The flowers are all kinds of bright 
colours. Little trees of coral are 
there, too. Coral is a rock which 
grows into many branches. 

In and out among the pretty 
plants in this sea- garden swim 
hundreds of brightly coloured fish. 
The men do not want these small 
fish, but the big ones farther out. 

So on they go, ШІ they reach 


another island. Nobody lives on this 
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island, for it is just a ring of coral 
rock. 

When it is dark, the men tie 
their canoe to a knob of rock. Some 
of them hold burning torches over 
the water. 

The big fish come near the sur- 
face to look at the bright light. Very 
swiftly a fisherman stabs at the fish 
with his spear. Out comes the spear 
again with a fish on the end of it. 

After a night’s fishing, the men 
Ша Доре от опа Delu 
helps her mother {о cook the fish 
outside their hut, and e 
a good meal. 


Delu’s hut has no walls, for the 
weather on her island is lovely and 
warm. The hut is just a roof held 
up by four poles. The roof is made 
of palm leaves. 
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veryone enjoys 


Sometimes it rains very, very 
hard and then Delu’s mother hangs 
sheets of coconut hair between the 
poles. ‘These sheets are the walls of 
their home. 

Delu’s people plait mats out of 
coconut leaves and paint them in 
bright colours. They also use coco- 
nut leaves for making baskets, and 
for the sails of their canoes. 

| The men make the canoes from 


e 


uua ile eec | 
R'S CANOE. THE FRAME- 
E FROM TURNING OVER 


i ie 
A YOUNG FISHERMAN POLING HIS zmn 
WORKUANDELHE FLOAT Вие THE CAD 
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tree trunks. They hollow the trunk 
by scraping out the wood with a sea- 
shell, or a piece of shark’s bone, or 
a piece of coral, 

Delu and her friends play games 
very much as you do. They make 
their ball from the ribs of the palm 
leaves. 

They are Very fond of dancing 
and of make-believe, Іп some of 
their dances they pretend they are 
fishermen Spearing the fish. к 

The girls love to dress up. They 
deck themselves with the big red 
and yellow flowers which grow on 
the island, 

None of Delu’s People wear many 
clothes, for, except for the heavy 
rainstorms which Sometimes come, 
the weather is Sunny and hot. 

The men wear only a kilt of palm 


leaves. Тһе children are happiest 
when they are swimming in the cool 
water with nothing on. 

Delu's father and brothers аге 
always out, rowing their boats to the 
many islands which are neat. The 
people on these islands are very 
happy. 

They pick coconuts, bananas, and 
bread-fruit. ‘They catch fish, swim 
їп е lagoons, and the children play 


jolly, games in the sunshine. 


QUESTIONS 


1. In what ocean are the Fiji Islands? 
> 


2. What is Delu's island like? 
3. Name three things that Delu's people make 
from coconut leaves. 
4. How do they bake their 
EXERCISE 
Delu’s island is one of the Fiji Islands. Find 
these islands on the шар. Write down the name 


of the continent which is nearest to them. 
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YAKS READY TO CROSS THE MOUNTAINS. THE DRIVERS ARE 
LOADING ONE OF THE ANIMALS 
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11. TANG-SE OF TIBET 


Tang-se lives up in the mountains 
‚ in a country called Tibet. It is hard 

for people to climb up the high, 
rough mountains to get to his land. 
His country is more than th 
high. 


The country is very big and there 
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ree miles 


are many towns and villages in it. 
But Tang-se does not live in a town. 

His father is a shepherd. He has 
many goats, sheep, and ponies, and 
some strange animals called yaks. 

All these animals must have grass 
to eat. Tang-se's country has rocky 
mountains and deserts in it. The 
animals have to be taken from place 
to place to find grass. 

How would you like to have a 
It is a most useful animal, but 


yak? 
fraid to go near it 


you would be a 


at first. ; 
It is like a cow with long hair 


all over its body. It has two long, 
curved horns with very sharp points. 
Its head hangs down almost to the 
ground. It always looks very sad. 
But when you got used to it you 
would find it easy to manage. 
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Tang-se and his family could not 
live without the yak. It does so 
much for them. 

The yak has a saddle on its back 
all day long. It carries heavy loads 
over the rough country. The yak 
is very sure-footed, and does not 
slip in the places where the moun- 
tains are covered with ice. 

It gives milk for making butter 
and cheese. Its coat is used for 
clothes and tents. г 

One day Tang-se’s father came 
rushing home. He shouted out, 
“ There is going to be a storm!” 

The men pulled the ropes of the 
tents very tight. They put big stones 
on the rugs and sleeping-bags to 
keep them down. They drove in the 
pegs of the tents very hard. 

The wind began to flap the tents. 
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ТН HIS YAK 


A TIBETAN 


Then it blew harder and harder. 
Some of the tents were torn to pieces. 
The torn sides made a terrible, 
cracking noise. 

Very bright lightning flashed 
round the camp. Black storm-clouds 


soon made the sky very dark. Clouds 


of sand and small stones swept 
ізі 


round the tents. 

A shower of icy rain whipped the 
animals and made them try to run 
away. Poor faithful old yaks! Tang- 
se and the children never get used 
to these terrible storms. 

When the storm was over the 
family had something to eat and 
drink. Everybody in Tibet drinks 
butter-tea and eats tsamba. 

The tea is made from tea-bricks. 
Tang-se's father buys these tea- 
bricks in the market, The tea-bricks 
come from China, which is the next 
country to Tibet. The bricks are 
scraped to make powder, and the 
boiling water is poured on to the 
powder. 

Butter made from yak’s milk is 
put into the hot tea. So the drink 
is called butter-tea. 
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Tsamba is like =a 
porridge. It is ү 
made from dark 
barley. The people 
mix the porridge 
with their fingers. 

There is not 
much wood for 
fires in Tibet. 
The children have 
to search for roots 


and twigs to burn. 
Everybody in Tibet wears a thick 


woollen jacket. Tang-se’s mother 
and sisters make the jackets for their 
' family. 

Here come 
"You cannot help looking 
smiling, brave face. 

His clothes are 
untidy. His overco 


THE MAIL-RUNNER 


s Tang-se's postman! 
at his 


torn and very 
at is made out of 
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an animal’s skin. You can see his 
warm, wool jacket through the holes 
in his overcoat. 

Round his waist is a strong 
leather belt. The buckle on his belt 
15 round like a big brass button. On 
the buckle are the words “ MAIL 
RUNNER ”, 

His warm, round cap fits tightly 
over his long, untidy hair. 

The rough roads have torn his 
strong boots. He has walked many 
days across the wide country of Tibet. 

If robbers try to get the letters, 
this postman will fight them. As he 
walks or runs along, he keeps saying 
to himself, “ The letters must not be 
lost.” 

This postman does not come at 


the same time every day as our post- 
тап does. 
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N CHILDREN WARMLY CLAD 
IN SHEEPSKINS 


ТІВЕТА 


All the people in Tibet are not 


' shepherds as Tang-se’s father is. 
Some of them live in towns and 


villages. 
'Tang-se 

on market-day. 

for sale, spread ou 


likes to visit the town 
He sees the goods 


t on the ground 
185 


in the market-square. He likes to 
see the lively, little ponies pull the 
carts fast through the town. 

Near Tibet is the highest moun- 
tain in the world. This is Mount 
Everest. Mount Everest and the 


other high mountains near it always 
have snow near the top. 


QUESTIONS 


1. What does the 
2. What do the р 
comes? 

3. How does Tang-se’ 

4. What is tsamba ? 


yak do for Tang-se’s family? 
cople of Tibet do when a stcrm 


S mother make butter-tea? 


EXERCISE 


Copy the map of the Continent of Asia from the 
map in your book, Put in the names of India, 
China, and Tibet. 
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W CHILDREN — AND 
OTHERS 

Gome of the шоув МЕ have read 
about are white and some black. In 
China and Japan the people have 
yellow skins. Let us look at the 


children of Тарап. 
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WITH CHOPSTICKS 


12. — YELLO 


Both boys and girls wear pretty 
gowns with very wide sleeves. 
Around the gowns they have sashes. 
The girls do not wear hats. They 
have beautiful combs or flowers in 
their hair. You will see from this 
that they are fond of gay colours. 

Japan is a country of bright 
colours. It is much hotter in summer 
than Britain is. Perhaps you have 
seen a picture of part of Japan, 
showing the deep blue sea “апа 
bright green hills, 

There are lakes and mountains 
capped with snow, Brightly coloured 
flowers are growing in many places. 
And зо the children grow to love 
colours. The gitls with flowers in 
their hair and Pretty coloured gowns 
look like flowers themselves. 


Both boys and girls are very 
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hc 6 N 
JAPANESE GIRLS MAKING A COLOURED GOWN. HOW NEAT AND 
J CLEAN THEIR HOME Looks! 


They are trained to be quiet 
t older people. They 
loudly, although 


polite. 
and to respec 


never laugh or cry 
they play lively games: The children 


are short, but very wiry and strong. 
In Тарап the houses are very 


different from our houses. The 
roof, made of tiles, is held up by 
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posts. Тһе walls between the rooms 
are made of paper. These walls can 
be rolled back in the daytime to 
make one large room. 

Why do the Japanese have such 
simple houses? They never know 
when an earthquake will shake the 
house down. Thick walls would 
crack and be very dangerous. 

Sudden storms Sweep over the 
country, too. These blow down 
houses and kill hundreds of people. 
The Japanese keep calm and set to 
work to build their houses again. 

The Japanese are very clever 
with their hands. They make pretty 
jars, carpets, and silks. Thoùsands 
of Japanese toys, lanterns, fans, and 
baskets are sold in our shops. 

We have now seen how white, 


black, and yellow children live. 
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Boys and girls are busy everywhere. 
In some lands they have to go to 
work very young. The boys help 
their fathers with the animals. Тһе 
girls help their mothers in the home. 
In some countries there are no schools, 
for the people are always moving 


about. 
In countries like Canada and 


Britain boys and girls do not go 
to work till they are older. They do 
not build houses, look after animals, 
or make clothes until they are men 
and women. 

They buy their food from shops. 
“Тһеу travel over good roads in trains, 
buses, or motors. Their water comes 
out of taps, and they have plenty of 
water, summer and winter. They 
spend most of their time in good 


schools. 
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PICKING TEA IN JAPAN 


e 


Wherever boys ang girls аге 
found, they haye their games and 
their parents tty to make them 
happy. We hope you will read 
about the children in many other 
countries, 

When you STOW up you may go 
to see their homes and they may 
come to Britain to see yours, 
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The boys and girls of to-day will 
all have to work together when they 
grow up to keep the world going. 


QUESTIONS 


. In which countries do the yellow people live? 

. In which countries do the black people live? 

. What things do the Japanese people send to 
England? 
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EXERCISES 
(Use the map in the front of your book) 

. In which continent are China and Japan? 

. One of the five continents is called “ The 
Island Continent ”. Which do you think it 
is? 

3. Plans and Maps. 

If you look straight down on an ink-well you 
see two circles like these: 

This drawing is called a plan. 

Close your reading - book. 
Look straight down on it. 

Draw the plan of the book. 

Draw the plan of your 
teacher’s table. 

Print the name under each plan. 


Ко ка 
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The plan of a part of the earth is called a map. 
‘The map of a school and the streets near it 
might look like this: 


| | | 


STREET 


STREET 


PLAYGROUND 


STREET 


| 
| 


STREET 


1 win 


You would have to 
See it like this. 


Draw the map of your school and put in the 
names of a few streets near it 


50 up in an aeroplane to 


. 
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